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BIAAT, TTAUel, Uhitbdl, THIGT SN T WEce UBEGU TULN HIUMR Wigca fermmeatstt Harwat
Gl 3R, 3™ WA 3 Telca ol Sl Biel TH ol 3TEd.
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At the end of the day,

Nature The colour of the sky fades,

The streets of the city fall silent;
Varada Gokhale (XI Science) The streetlights along the paths glow,
Lighting the way created by humans.

At the end of the day,
The lake where all the children come to play,
The forest where the birds end their day,
The valleys full of flowers where butterflies dwell,
All fall silent too.

At the end of the day,

The shining moon, with its spots and scars,
Feels like the sky has pimples like stars,
At night the wind carries dust particles,
And the night is full of quiet endurance.

These all give us a reason to live as we are,
They give confidence to shine brighter than before.
That’s why nature is always great,

But it feels even more special
At the end of the day.

Varad Arekar (XIl Science)

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. }
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Beauty of Ordinary Dayys

Not every day arrives with excitement
or grand meaning. Most days are
simple, quiet and easily forgotten. | feel there is
beauty in waking up without urgency, in familiar
routines that take no effort to remember.

he same cupoftea, the samewindow—

these repetitions are unremarkable,
yet quietly comforting. We wait for milestones
to feel alive, believing that joy must be loud
to be real. But happiness frequently arrives
unnoticed, resting in small moments like a
shared smile, a peaceful afternoon or the
calm of returning home. Such moments do not
demand anything extraordinary; they simply
exist.

Ordinary days are patient. They remind
us that life is not built only on achievements,
but on simply being ourselves. Experiencing
this comfort makes us realise that life doesn’t

Anushka Talekar (XI Science)

need to be dramatic; it needs to be steady. At
first glance, days with predictable paths and
familiar routines seem unimportant. Yet these
days quietly shape who we are. They teach us
patience and the comfort of familiarity.

In a culture that urges us to chase more
and more, these days remind us to pause.
Moments like a peaceful commute or even the
silence after a long day may not be dramatic,
but they are grounding. We often don'’t realise
it, but the steady presence of simple days is
what carries us through change and brings
stability when things feel uncertain.

They do not promise perfection—they
are gentle. And sometimes, that is more than
enough.

Unnoticed laughter,
A familiar song,
These small moments
Carry us along.

No grand endings,

No dramatic ways,

Just gentle gifts of
Ordinary days.

In their silence we find
The calm, the warmth,
The peace of mind.

Varad Arekar (XII Science

Trust is an expensive gift. 2
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he Saturday noon office got over. | went
roaming through the Fort area. | was just
watching the watches arranged behind the front
window glass of a watch shop. It's called window
shopping in English. Articles for sale are displayed

attractively in big shops. Mostly, the price tags are
turned upside down. The most lovable article there
tends to be the costliest one!

Now, | was again visualising which watch
would suit my wrist while watching the display.
Daydreaming! What mattered actually was whether
it would suit my wallet rather than my wrist.
Anyhow, | put on all those watches, one by one, on
my wrist in my wild dreams.

Well, for that matter, | have tried many suits
on myself, relaxed on different furniture pieces in
furniture shops, and have even enjoyed a brief nap
on a cosy bed there! People like me need to plan
a five-year scheme to buy a radio set of just two
hundred rupees. | haven't yet been able to fulfil
my long-cherished dream to travel just once from

&ier memer ¢ One of the Masterpiece

character-sketches from erarel 3rmfor agft in
Marathi by P. L. Deshpande.

English translation by :
Prof. Walawalkar D. R. (English Dept.)

Dombivli to Bori Bunder in the first class!

| was standing still, watching those watches,
and was getting a bit dejected deep in my mind. At
that very moment, someone’s hand rested on my
shoulder and a voice flared—

“Hello!”

| turned back, startled.

“Nanda? Yes... Nanda... why... you are Nanda..”

“You there!”

None who has seen even a single glimpse of
Nanda stands a chance of forgetting him. And | had
been with him through four college years. Let me
alone, none, whether learning or teaching during
those years in our college, can forget him. But
well, we were facing each other after about twenty
years.

Understandably, he was much loved by our
college girls and it may seem a bit surprising, but
by boys as well..! Nanda Pradhan was a name we
pronounced in the esteemed category of Hollywood
stars.

The only hostel boy to stay alone in his hostel
room during Diwali and even Christmas vacations—
Nanda Pradhan! The actor who performed in
college English dramas with Parsi and Christian
student groups—Nandal!

Nanda had played Hamlet in the year | was
studying B.A. Later, | saw a few British stage actors
playing Hamlet in films, but Nanda's Hamlet is
embedded in my senses even today. Such a lovable
Hamlet! Franny Saklalvala was playing Ophelia.
There was even a rumour that Nanda would marry
Franny. But such rumours every two months were
part of Nanda's aura. | think everyone heartily
wished that the most beautiful girl in the college
should marry Nanda. All the ‘aspiring candidates’
had sportingly given a walk-over to Nanda in this
regard!

Nanda didn't seem like a Hindu boy at first
glance with his tall, slim, almost six-foot stature,

Teachers can open the door, but you must enter it yourself.” —Chinese proverb }
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curly hair and angel-like lips. To add to it, he always
moved in a cosmopolitan, English-speaking group.
Actually, | still wonder even today how the two of
us tuned into friendship.

We were just seven or eight students in the
English Honours lecture. Myself and a girl named
Indu Velankar were two ‘indigenous plants’ among
them.

| assumed that this girl must have attended
English lectures instead of Ardhamagadhi due to
a mistake while filling the admission form. But
we were forced to visit her home in spellbound
conditions to congratulate her when this untidy
girl nine-yard saree, big hair bun, bombastic men-
suiting watch on her wrist, books piled high in her
arms, and a slumbering face post mangalagaur,
had bagged all the university prizes for English!

Honestly speaking, | didn’t have the courage
to go to a girl's home and congratulate her. But
Nanda dropped into my room himself.

In those days, | was living on rent in a chawl
near Bhikardas Maruti Temple, Pune then offered a
rental room with modest facilities for four rupees
per month. | felt embarrassed whenever Nanda
visited that room of mine pyjamas, torn vest, shirts
and clothes left hanging to dry on a stretched
string.

In that room of mine among those pitiable
walls and under clothes fit only for eclipse-time
donations. There stood Nanda!

“We've got to go,” Nanda said.

“Where?”

“To Indu Velankar. Move.”

He had his own queer and abrupt way of
talking. His voice was deep, but not harsh. As
everything went great with him, so did his voice.
Once, Nanda had accompanied me to a singing
concert dressed plainly in pyjamas and a Nehru
shirt. Yet his ‘royal air’ made the singer fold his
hands towards him in respect. | was perplexed that
day.

Few souls are blessed with such inborn aura
that even big shots feel humbled in their presence.
Some women possess mesmerising beauty we
feel like petty rags before them. Nanda had that
charisma.

He spoke in bits three or four English words
at most. Even that day he said, “We’ve got to go to
Indu Velankar?"

“To congratulate.”

“To her home? Hold it, her father is a grumpy
old nut, they say!”

“Let him be! Me too! Move.”

Our palace had innumerable
embarrassments. | somehow squeezed into a
corner of our 8x6 coop, changed into my only
trousers, put on a shirt, and set out.

Indu Velankar’s residential lane matched all
the rest—except her English. At the entrance, a
board showed a pointing finger saying, “Tinsmith
Pendse lives in here.” Just below it, some prankish
Pune kid had chalked: “but coats tins sitting on
road.”

Sometimes we know someone’s whereabouts
for no reason. Indu was one such case.

As we crossed the lane, women and children
craned their necks repeatedly to look at Nanda.
Perhaps a Cupid like him had never entered that
lane before! The primitive Shabar women must
have looked at the exiled Lord Ram the same way
when he left for Dandakaranya.

At the end of the lane stood a board: J. G.
Velankar, Ed. Insp. (Retd). A rope hung outside
with PULL THIS written below so we pulled that.
Something tinkled inside. The door opened.

An extremely grumpy-faced pensioner,
adjusting his spectacles and multiplying the frowns
on his forehead, asked,

“What's the business?”

“Indutai Velankar lives here, doesn’t she?” |
added tai immediately.

“She does. Yourself?”

“We are her classmates.”

Indu appeared. She was flabbergasted to see
Nanda; | was dumbfounded to see her. The college
aunty in a nine-yard saree now wore a homely
five-yard saree. Her hair reached nearly her knees,
adorned with a flower.

“Please come in... Tatya, they were with me in
English Honours.”

“Did you secure it then?”

“Yes, of course. Both of us.”

Nanda congratulated her with such grace
that | felt she would have wept with joy had her
nutty father not been present.

“Would you come out for dinner tonight?”

“Who? Me?”

“I've arranged dinner.”

“Dinner?” the nut croaked.

“In Moretor.”

“Why hotel? Don’t you have a home?”

“NOY”

That ‘NO’ pierced my heart. Few knew Nanda
was homeless.

When you have a dream, you've got to grab it and never let go."— Carol Burnett }
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| couldn’t stand looking at Indu’s face.

That night, Nanda and | had gone to Moretor
for dinner. Nanda was waiting for me at the
entrance. | happened to ‘grace’ Hotel Moretor once
in a while due to Nanda’s insistence. | felt uneasy
there. | couldn’t afford to treat him even in the
‘Lucky’ restaurant, considering my ‘huge’ monthly
income of thirty rupees that | earned from jobs like
translating telegrams as a co-editor in a wrecked
daily.

But Nanda would order me in a military
fashion:

“Moretor today at 8 sharp.”

And | would follow the command like a
hypnotised person.

Nanda was standing tall in a decent suit that
day. He would easily fit into the roaming crowd of
Britishers there.

“Here you come! Good.”

He welcomed me in his identical lowest
octave.

“Let's move in!”

| was balancing myself as | moved through
the tables. Nanda, however, was very much a
Moretor man. There was a spacious arbour at the
back of the hotel. At his wish, he could always get
a specific table in a corner there.

We began moving in that direction and by
half an inch and great luck missed a small bump
with a waiter carrying a tray of glasses filled with
sparkling whisky.

Indu Velankar was sitting at the table!

All fair ladies in colourful dresses around.
All British men with deep red complexions, black
suits, and crisp white collars. Only two were odd
persons out in that scenario, myself and Indu in
her lemon-coloured saree.

Yet | found her like a Ketaki among those
western flowers.

“He gets scared,” Nanda said.

“Of what?” Indu asked.

She spoke so casually that | couldn't make
out whether the tinsmith Pendse’s lane episode in
the afternoon was real or just a dream. Or was this
itself a dream?

“Scared of this hotel.”

“l just can’t enjoy food in such English-type
hotels, really!”

Indu giggled at my words. My classmate for
two years, yet it was a discovery for me to see
Indu’s dimples! It was unimaginable that this was
the same Indu who managed piles of books and

saree while entering the class and noted down
every word of the professors.

“What would you have?” Nanda placed the
menu in Indu’s hands.

“You ask him about his choice” Indu said,
placing the card in my hands.

| kept staring at Nanda, out of my senses.
Indu was talking to him in first terms! Anyhow, she
took the card back from me and placed the order
fluently.

“Looking pretty today!”

Nanda’s words made me dizzy. My
heart started thumping. They say frightened
Mohammedan soldiers once saw Dhanaji's horse
in water; | started seeing Indu’s grumpy nut of a
father floating in the tomato soup before me.

| was thoroughly confused.

We, Nanda'’s friends always kept track of his
various visits to various spots with various girls.
In fact, in our friendly dreams, we had fixed his
name with the extremely beautiful Revati Amaladi
from first year. My friends would have sent me
to Yerawada Jail without investigation had | ever
pronounced these two namesin one breath—Nanda
and Indu Velankar!

Yet now, | was a witness myself.

Western music floated in the air. Whisky
smell drifted from the neighbouring table. The
breath-taking fragrance of passing Anglo-girls
brushed past like satin grazing the skin.

To my left was the human Cupid, Nanda.

In front of me sat the fairy Indu incarnated by
divine magic.

The scene bloomed like a master artist's
masterpiece.

| bade farewell to them in the Camp area that
starry night. Perhaps they went to Bund Garden.

The moonlight must have felt honoured
showering them with starlight. Some demi-
goddess had created Cinderella that night. Indu’s
hand resting in the hands of a demi-god.

But as they say, demi-gods are cursed.

God knows whose evil eye fell upon them
after that night.

| couldn’t make out why or how. | said goodbye
to education after completing B.A. and came to
Mumbai for a job hunt and chipped in at an office.

“Why look like this?”

Nanda’s question brought me back to the
present tense. How horribly the mind travels..! My
mind had made almost a world tour in a second.
| couldn’t believe that Nanda was really standing

"Nothing is impossible. The word itself says 'I'm possible!"— Audrey Hepburn }
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next to me in flesh and bones. My last update about
him was that he had moved to England and stayed
there forever. My state was like that of a child who
has found his lost toy again.

“Nanda!” | shouted frantically.

Nanda hadn't changed much, though his curly
hair had thinned a bit. Almost negligible signs of
being forty-plus were traceable on his face. He
was standing in blackish treeline trousers and a
white bush-shirt with a small design. His blue eyes
had the same sparkle. His face was dipped in the
freshness of a new soap bar.

“When did you return to Hindustan?”

“Long back! Let’s go.”

| followed him as if | was following a magician.
We entered the “Wayside Inn”. For many years, | had
been planning to have a cup of tea in this hotel..!

“Speak up,” Nanda said with such ease, as if
our meetings were a daily routine.

| was bubbling with overjoy, while this man
was as calm as a sage.

“What's there with me to tell? You open up.
Meeting after a decade! | thought you made a home
in England.”

| immediately felt the phrase “make a home”
was misfit. This phrase suits Pune people, but
“making a home” doesn’t go with England. | should
have used “settled” instead.

“Pheww.. What's there in England?”

He was still the man of counted three or four
words. Same voice. Same gesture of moving his
palm on the back of his head.

“How should | know? You tell me. What did
you do in England all these years? Say seventeen-
eighteen years. A World War passed here.. got
independence..”

“Who?”

“Indial”

“Oh, | see.. Yes. Got independence. Two
teas!”

That was his order to the waiter.

| was literally devouring him with my eyes.

“You've put on weight,” Nanda said.

“But you are status quo. It feels like our
passing B.A. was yesterday. Do you remember?
Well, why should you—orthodox Pune? A Londoner
for years... Did you live only in London?”

“No. At many places.”

“Must have seen Paris, haven't you?” | felt
stupid the moment | asked.

“I did” Nanda probably missed my
dumbness.

“What else did you see?”

“A lot.”

“You are damn lucky!”

Nanda laughed at my words like one laughs
at a child’s exclamation.

“Why did you laugh? Look at me I've been
in Mumbai for eighteen years. Me and my office!
Sundays spent idle on the bed. During the chaos,
I had to leave a nice place in Dadar and move to
Dombivli. That's my commute now.”

“What chaos?”

“Well, didn't bomb-attack-scared people
rush away during war days?”

“Oh, | see! So, did it bombard?”

“Nope..! Seems you know nothing about it.
But you must have witnessed many such bomb
attacks there, right? God saved you! It was God'’s
design that we met.”

“Whose design?”

“God’'s! Whose else?”

“Oh, | see!”

| couldn’t understand why this friend of mine
meeting me after so many years, was listening to
me the way people listen to radio news, with jerks
and breaks.

“Hell with all that. You tell me.. how’s your
life?”

“Pretty well,” he said.

| wished to ask whether he had married, but
didn't dare ask flatly. Suddenly, | imagined Indu
Velankar sitting in the third vacant chair. In fact, all
those years | hadn't remembered Indu even once
until Nanda met me. Where was space for such
memories in the drudgery of the Dombivli-Mumbai
commute?

“Where do you stay?” | asked.

“In Taj.”

“Good God!” | exclaimed. | couldn't afford even
to roam around Hotel Taj Mahal.

“Why so?”

“Gosh! Horribly costly! They charge fifteen-
sixteen rupees per day, don't they?”

“Forty-five for a single person.”

That figure invited a doubt whether someone
else was staying with him, but again | didn’t dare
ask.

“Nanda, what amazes me is that you haven't
forgotten me after all these years. Compared to
you, people like me are”

“Where do you work?”

| gave him my office address. He noted my
phone number. Later, | began receiving his calls.

There is nothing impossible to they who will try."— Alexander the Great }
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“Shall come in the evening. Be at the gate.”

He would come in his car, and we would go
for a drive. | wished a thousand times to invite
him home, but | felt embarrassed to usher him
into my humpty-dumpty Dombivli room. | never
invited him. Yet it was deeply satisfying to know he
remembered me.

Gradually, | started realising the Nanda | had
never known.

His mother had got a divorce and married
another millionaire when he was five. His father
was a barrister. A 'sober father' was never seen
by Nanda since his adolescence! He was sent to a
boarding school at the age of five. Since then, he
knew little about what a home is. His father owned
large estates. He owned chawls, owned bungalows.
He held a good number of shares in the mills as
well.

Once we were sitting at Bandra Point. It was
Nanda’s favourite spot. Nanda began to open up
without me asking him a thing. He was gazing for
long at a cute Parsi kid. That kid, of about four or
five, and his father were hurling stones into the
sea. Nanda was lost in watching the play of that
father-son duo for a long time.

Suddenly, he started speaking—just the way
a soliloquy is delivered in a drama. Just the way
the radio speaks, not caring about the listeners.
His speech was meant for no one.

“| used to hurl stones just like this with my
father here. Do you see that bungalow up there? On
the hill? That was our home.”

Ilooked upinthat direction. Through the trees,
| could see the summit of a palace-like mansion.

Next to it stood the Mount Mary Church.

“Let's go up?”

| followed him on the upward slope without a
word. That road had beautiful gardens on both sides
as well as embellished bungalows. Nanda seemed
to be searching for some familiar old signs.

“Do you remember childhood
Nanda?”

“Searching for the same” Nanda exclaimed
suddenly as he saw a nameplate at the gate of a
house. “Yes. It is there!”

“What's that?”

“A swing! | would swing here. There was a girl
named Shireen. She would drop in at our bungalow.
Yes, those people still live here!”

Just then, a smart lass of about four ran
towards the swing.

“Maybe your Shireen’s daughter,” | said. | can’t

things,

dwell long in a poetic atmosphere.

“No!”

“How come so sure?”

“I came home in my school years. | was eight
then, on vacation. Shireen had a typhoid stroke and
she died.”

“You remember a good deal of details, eh?”

“Should we go in? You might find some
acquaintance.”

“Indeed.”

“And who is it?”

“My mother!”

| wonder how | didn't faint. It was the second
home of Nanda’s divorced mother after her second
marriage.

“Move on.”

We crossed some distance with both mouths
shut.

“This is our home.”

An Alsatian started barking
veranda.

“Hey... Goldy... Goldy...I"

A European lady came out, calling and
controlling the dog, and looked at us doubtfully.

“You have a handsome dog there, ma’am!”

Who knows what pleased her. Nanda’s fluent
English or his unfaded charm even in his forties.
She smiled and flattered the dog for five minutes.
Meanwhile, Nanda watched the garden. It was an
old-fashioned bungalow. The veranda had railings
on all four sides, and its iron embroidery bore the
letters '7''%' the ‘P's from ‘Pradhan’.

“Who is the owner now?”

“No idea. | think Father sold it.”

“Where is your father now, by the way?” |
found my question rather funny, asking it after
twenty years of friendship.

“Want to see?”

Before | could say yes, he took me to the
church. There was a Christian graveyard behind it.
We walked through the tombs. On one tombstone
was his father's name. "He lays there, waiting for
the Day of Salvation."

| had no idea that Nanda was a Christian.

“l didn’t know you are a Christian...”

“Me? No. My father was.”

“But don't children carry forth their parents’
religion?”

“Mother accepted Islam. Daddy embraced
Christianity in his final days. He married an
American woman.”

This was too much for me. One of my cousin

from the

. "You define your own life. Don't let other people write your script."— Oprah Winfrey }
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sisters had caused havoc in our household merely
by marrying a boy from our sub-caste. Even today,
she is looked at like Joan of Arc or a blot on the
clan. And here was Nanda, giving me electric
shocks quietly.

His father took to alcohol after Nanda's
mother left. The estate went under the Court of
Wards, and Nanda's upbringing was taken over by
those jejune court people. His association with the
institution called ‘Home’ ended forever at the age
of eight.

“Daddy used to descend taking me on his
shoulders,” Nanda said, looking at the grave. “And
we used to hurl stones into the sea.. He was a nice
soul.”

The gesture with which he moved his hand
sent shivers through my skin.

And this Nanda brought up in such a
background had walked with me in tinsmith
Pendse’s lane, and how horribly he was insulted
by that old nut Velankar who cooled himself with
a castor leaf!

As days passed, | felt that Nanda was merely
a handsome shadow roaming around. God knows
what pre-life bonds held us together. He would
take me out after a telephone call, specifically on
Saturdays. | never visited his Taj Mahal. He would
come to the office gate in his car. | hesitated to get
in, feeling odd leaving my clerk colleagues. Often |
was asked:

“Who is that Parsi friend of yours?”

| said nothing beyond, “An old college
friend.”

Had | narrated Nanda’s tale in my sanctified
office world of Saturday fasts, Sai Baba devotees,
horoscopes and zodiac signs, they would have
purified even the chair he sat on with holy cow
urine!

Nanda would enter the office if | didn't go
to the office gate for some reason, and then | had
to make desperate efforts to take him out at the
earliest through our section tables with overflowing
piles of files!

| somehow shunned Indu’s topic skilfully for
many days. By now, | was well acquainted with
Nanda’s way of talking his manner of narrating
even the most thrilling experiences in a rather dry
way.

I'll never forget that evening in my life! Nanda
was living in London with bombarding at its peak.
People took shelter on tube railway platforms
throughout the nights to save their lives.

“Wasn't all that scaring you?”

“There is some queer feeling beyond
‘being scared.” Even to be scared, the necessary
hypothesis is- we are alive and will continue to be
alive.

“Nanda, a question?”

“Why didn't you marry, right?”

“Yes!”

“I did marry.”

“Whom?”

“Nothing special to a girl.”

“What an answer! | thought only boys get
married in England!”

“Well, if not a girl, then whom?”

“All right... but she must have had a name and
native place?”

“She had a name- Wilma. And no native to
specify, just a country- Germany.”

“A German girl? But can you speak
German?”

“What's the big deal? She could speak
English.”

“It's understandable now.”

“Okay... any more questions?”

“Are you annoyed, dear?”

“Not at all. Let me guess.. where is she
now?”

“Nanda, feel free not to talk about this if it's
annoying. Let’s talk of something else.”

“No trouble. | was living in Berlin, working
in a German colour manufacturing firm. She was
there too.”

“And you got close there... love | mean.”

“Who knows? But we got married. She was a
Jew. Then the war broke up. Want to hear the next
episode?’

“No, thanks!”

| had read somewhere that Yakshas carry
curses. But how loaded with curses this Yaksha
was!

His mother was living a second married life
a couple of houses away from his home she had
deserted him when he was just five. His barrister
father was lying in his grave, worrying about why
there was no facility for alcohol and women inside
it, and framing the first appropriate question to fire
at God during his cross-examination on the day of
salvation! The first drop of Nanda’s infant gripe-
water was pure poison, | say.

Here | was a person for whom the only
motive to live was to care for something or the
other throughout life.. and there was Nanda, who

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream."— Malala Yousafzai }
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had a question: Is there anything at all in the world
to care for? This pair of ours was the queerest one
in the God-created world! What combinations fate
fixes up sometimes! Great!

Though | was totally unaware of Nanda's
source of livelihood, he had a huge car and lived
in The Taj. Perhaps the remnants of his father's
immense wealth were still his source.

Once he took me to his suite in the Hotel Taj
Mahal. | must say, | was kind of scared in those
elite airs. Nevertheless, Nanda roamed unattached
through that splendour.

“We are dining together today.”

“But this hotel of yours expects one to wear
a dinner suit.”

“Don't worry. You said India is independent
now, didn't you? This dress of yours will do. Hey,
dhoti is permissible anywhere!”

And that was the day the Indu Velankar topic
opened up for the first time. We three had gone to
Hotel Morotor for lunch on the same date. | didn't
remember the date. Nanda did! | had no idea that
this sage might have maintained some such feeble
thread with the mortal abode.

He narrated the entire episode from the
moment | had left them in the camp area that night.
He had lost everything that belonged to him in the
fiery inferno of the war, except a single, unique
possession. He placed it in front of me from his
wallet. It was a very old letter, Indu’s letter to him.

Indu had poured the depths of her heart
into it. | had read a few love letters, though only in
literature. This was a real love letter, dated back
twenty years. Uncontrollable tears began pouring
from my eyes.

“Hey kiddo, why cry?” Nanda consoled me.

All of a sudden, Nanda began appearing
like a kid throwing stones into the Bandra sea for
fun. | felt like caressing him, back-tapping him,
kissing his forehead, the way | do with my children.
But | was not Nanda, to purge my mind by freely
doing whatever | wished. | was just a weak clerk
walking through life with hundreds and hundreds
of restrictions of sanctity and manners.

But my eyes couldn't resist shaking off these
restrictions. They rebelled and let the tears roll.
Finally, | handed over the letter to him and said,
“Nanda, there is no God in the world, dear... there
is no God!”

“Well, actually, there is nothing in the world!
The only moment that exists is the one we breathe.
Look at that...” he said, pointing at the sea visible

through the window. “You see that sea? What do
you see in it? Those waves, those boats. Those
fishermen, look at them, off with their little boat.
What do they see? Just the fish. And the obstruction
between them and the fish is the seal!

“Whatever we call life and such stuff functions
all the while just as an obstruction between our
birth and death, nothing else. Sometimes it hurries
like monsoon waves, sometimes like a storm.

Sometimes it just lazily keeps blocking the
way like a lazy python. Then, to shun monotony, we
label it, we call it love, call it wife, call it mother,
call it religion, name it God... call it whatever we
think of. Or else, life in itself is meaningless—an
illusion. Just like this sea!”

“Why do you talk so? Don't you get Indu's
memories?”

“Well, have you seen a big fishing net being
pulled out of the colossal sea? Even on the way to
the shore, the bigger fish gulp down the smaller
ones. Poor souls!”

“Why on
proposal?”

“Why did Hitler's Gestapo drag Wilma in front
of my eyes? Was Wilma, scared even of a mouse,
going to chew down Hitler? You should have seen
her...”

“Got her photo?”

“Dear, dear.. how many girls’ photos should |
keep with me? And for what?”

“But you still maintain Indu’s letter with you.
Why so0?”

“Want the truth? Wait...”

Nanda paused for a moment. He was poised
the way a classical singer holds himself in trance
amidst the resonating strings of a tanpura.

“Youremember our English Honours students’
trip to the Karla Caves?”

“In detail! You hurled a stone at the honey-
bee hive with perfect aim and the bees launched
an air attack at once! They spared none they left all
faces swollen, but mine! | had stalled for rest on
the way up..”

“Just one correction! Indu, too, was spared.
As for me, | was blown up. My face had become
Frankenstein's when | returned to Pune. Indu said
to me at the station, ‘Where will you go now?’ | said,
‘To our rental room.’ ‘But who will take care of you
then? she asked. | replied lightly, ‘Why not you?

“And you know something? That crazy girl
went home and returned to my room that night.
Rested my head on her lap the whole night and

earth did Indu reject your

Spread love everywhere you go.— Mother Teresa }
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wept like a loon. Someone had told her that my
mother had eloped with a man when | was very
young. | got my childhood back for just one day in
my life!

“My childhood had evaporated in the dry and
oppressing company of maids and nannies. Dad
used to take me to the shores once in a blue moon,
whenever he was sober, that’s all.”

“But nobody knew all this in college.”

“I saw her off at her home at dawn.”

“And what about her old brat?”

“No idea how she handled it! She stayed
awake the whole night. A loon indeed! She applied
face-ointment snow on me, waved air with her
saree pallu...eh! What to tell you! She made me
sip tea with a spoon... | wept and wept again, after
many years, for the first time.

“Through my sobs, | narrated the entire
history of my life to her, something | had never
shared with anyone till then. It was November. She
walked shivering beside me. | offered her my coat.
She denied.

“And then oh my God... childish!”

“What was that?”

“I made her swear!”

“By whom?”

“By me! And the crazy girl said, ‘Call it null,
call it null’ | had no idea such a thing was to be
said. | said, ‘Put on the coat first.’ She said, ‘Call it
null first.” Then | called it null.

“| asked her what would happen if | hadn't
would the person die? She instantly placed her
hand on my lips and said, ‘l won't let you die before
| die." | asked why. She replied, ‘Last night | realised
how excruciating a mother’'s agony must be!’

“She had such queer ideas! We were to
have a registered marriage you were our witness,
and another girl, her friend. And her plans after
marriage... yoU'll laugh now. | can't help it myself
how silly kids we all were! She planned to bathe me,
apply a black dot on my face to ward off evil eyes,
and feed me milk through a little water sprinkler..
Would anybody do such foolish courting? Yet this
loony girl...”

Nanda said all this holding that letter in his
hand.

“But even here, a Hitler spoiled it all
unnecessarily. Indu had decided to tell everything
in the last letter to her father that night. But the
grumpy old fellow was waiting awake with a bulky
stick.

“I had hardly seen her off at the gate when |

heard a loud, pain-dipped scream. | dashed into her
home at once. That man... with a nameplate reading
Education Inspector (Retd.).. had begun beating
her severely with the stick. | snatched it away and
landed a tight slap on his face. He collapsed in
pain.

“A woman emerged from an inner room
perhaps a little older than Indu. She was the third
wife of that grumpy old brat. Neighbours gathered.
| told Indu, ‘Come! Come with me this moment!!

“The old man rushed inside, dragged out
two sleeping children and dumped them on the
threshold, then took another from the cradle and
hurled it at Indu’s feet, shouting, ‘Go! | spent so
much money on your education even in my old age.
| thought you'd feed your siblings one day now feed
them yourself and get out!” Then he began sobbing
loudly.

“Indu cried out ‘Nandaaaaaaaal’ just once and
ran upstairs. Once gone...she was gone. I did receive
a letter later... but that was lost somewhere.”

“But didn’t you meet her after you returned
here?”

“Me? No.”

“Do you feel like meeting her now?”

“Perhaps no.”

“What do you mean by ‘perhaps no'?”

“It means.. | dont feel anything about
anything.”

“Then why do you see me regularly?”

“That too doesn’t make sense. Perhaps | won't
meet you.”

“Eh, good God... dear, don’'t do anything of the
sort, please! I'll knock on your door myself if you
don’t come!”

Then we descended to the big hall for dinner.
The table was laid with all the cutlery... but for
three.

| was surprised. At that very moment, a
lady clad entirely in white, with a royal air, like the
queen of some dukedom entered. She was about
fifty-plus. She kissed Nanda's forehead. | looked
away, pretending ignorance. But guesses gathered
in my mind as | noticed her eyes.

And | heard Nanda’s words...

“My mother.”

She took the third vacant chair.

Even now, the telephone rings on Saturday
noon, and Nanda speaks in his identical base
voice:

“Wait at the gate.”

And | stand waiting for him at the gate.

"Belief creates the actual fact."— William James }
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T me, being young feels like standing
Oat a crossroads with no map.
Everyone expects you to know who you are,
but you are still figuring it out. Every day brings
new feelings, changing priorities and a lot of
doubts. It is in these uncertain moments that
we grow, learn and discover ourselves.

Youth is messy, unpredictable and
uncomfortable. But within this chaos lies the
freedom to explore and define ourselves.
During youth, interests change, emotions shift
and certainty feels temporary. Yet | feel this
confusion is deeply human.

| think confusion is the road itself, because
through uncertainty we understand what truly
matters to us.

However, confusion becomes isolating
when we start comparing ourselves with others.
We begin to believe that we are the only ones
who haven’t figured things out. | don’t think
confusion or failure at a young age limits our
progress. What truly drains us is the lack of
courage to continue the process despite being
scared.

Youth is often described as energetic
and fearless, but it is also an experience filled
with overthinking and self-doubt. This side of
youth needs recognition, as it does not reflect
weakness but shows the depth of our emotions
and thoughts. Youth is a constant state of
becoming, where we learn that growth cannot
be rushed and that dealing with uncertainty is

Being
Young

Feels
Confusing

Anushka Talekar (XI Science)

a part of maturing. We may not reach clarity
quickly, but we can discover it over time through
experience. This inner confusion deserves
understanding.

Over time, confusion becomes a
companion. The unfinished thoughts and
unanswered questions that we try to escape
actually reflect our awareness. Gradually,
confusion softens and turns into acceptance
and it no longer scares us.

Being young is confusing,
We don’t always know
Which way to take,
Which seed to sow.

The path feels unclear and wide,
Yet hope walks softly
By our side.

"It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light."— Aristotle }
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Kathak.

athak goes beyond being a mere

dance. It is a perceptive mode of
listening more than any other to rhythm, to
one’s own breath and to age-old stories. In
this art form, even silence takes shape and
movement finally gets to speak.

The moment you wear your first ghungroo,
a profound and ancient feeling arises from
within. These bells are not simply decorative.
They are a declaration a promise to keep alive
a tradition that has 'traveled' from temples to
royal courts, narrating stories which no one
has ever written down. What lies in each bead
on that string? Years of dedication, sweat and
artistry.

Through Kathak, one conveys poems,
but not in a written form. Its words come from
the stamping of the feet. Its phrases follow
those sudden, vertiginous chakkars and its
feelings? They surface in a single look, a head
inclination moments far more expressive than
a page of words.

If you are a witness to Kathak, then
you are seeing time itself unveil.

The footwork imitates a heartbeat,
unchanging and definite. The

twirls are like birds, courageous

and airy. The transformations
become a communication that
does not require words an elevated
eyebrow interrogates, a fleeting smile
reconciles, a tearful look weaves an

entire saga.

Though the main enchantment
lies in the precision, it is found
in the pauses; the silence
between the beats, the breath
taken just before the wild whirl, the story. The body transforms
the softness present before the into a musical instrument. The stage
storm of footwork is released. Kathak extends into a realm. The rhythm becomes
understands that the most real emotions are #,.. part of everyone present. Kathak elevates
tucked away in the spaces left open. -.—* the ordinary to something sacred, something

Thedanceisone of contradictions fast N~ eternal.

Abha Sakhalkar (XII Science)

Hrushabh Kotawadekar
(X1 Commerc:;)

e

IS mét by slow, sharp characteristics are made
soft, the earth supports the sky, discipline
mingles with abandon. With
y every step, the artist finds
equilibrium between control
and letting go. The essence of the work
is not flawless execution, but
expression.

The performer is not
only the narrator but also

"Believe you can and you're halfway there." - Theodore Roosevelt }
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It is also a dialogue between the dancer
and the tabla, between ghungroos and the
audience, between the things that have always
been done and those that could be new. Every
item in the repertoire embodies the idea of
valuing the past while breathing life into the
present.

Kathak does not rush. It unfolds like the
sunrise silent, lovely and assured. It imparts
the lesson of patience, not as a concept, but as
something one lives: every time one repeats a
bol, corrects a posture or attempts again to be
in harmony with the spirit and the beat.

For a fan of Kathak, it is not merely
a performance put forth by the artist. It is
an inward voyage. One goes deeper within
to discover sensitivity, poise, strength and
surrender. Beyond the physical aspect, it works
on the mind, constantly reminding that grace is
not something added it is another way of life.

Kathak is the performance of history
through your feet, telling stories through your

eyes and devotion in every breath. You realize
that artis not something external it exists within,
waiting for rhythm to awaken it.

Beyond dance, Kathak is a lifestyle. It is
experienced. It is remembered. And truly, it is
passed down from one heartbeat to another.

Gauri Thakurdesai (X! Arts)

Jiﬁ_sﬁfg’h:jm
> %2/~ Hrushabh Kotawadekar

(XIl Commerce)

We generate fears while we sit. We overcome them by action.— Dr. Henry Link }
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THROUGH A
POET’S EYES

Ayman Majgaonkar (XII Arts)

Radha Gazane
(XII Science)

e —
Oh, to have a poet’s eyes, - :
To find beauty in deftly woven lies, _
To be forgiven for all my fears, L"f'?- mankyas ko kad a happy fpe
In the name of my poetic tears. gy

Oh, to be one of those fervent fools,
To have ink and woes as my only tools,
To be forgiven for loving raging storms,
In the name of words that my ink forms.

Sarvesh Sangare (XI Science)

Oh, to gaze at the moon in pain, Life begins with birth
To love insanity just to stay sane, But it ends with death’
To be forgiven for my petulant rage,

Life is just two days,
In the name of sorrows that | cage.

Yet a person feels

Like it is a hundred years...
Oh, to have a poet’s heart,

To have my words bleed as art, Many guestions come to mind,'
To be forgiven for every cryptic claim, But one question is the essence of life...
To be forgiven as a poet, in poetry’s name. The flowers smell good,

| ask God for hours of happiness...

"We are not our best intentions. We are what we do." — Amy Dickinson }
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The Real Vo o College Life

Tanmay Bhandari (XI MCVC)

convenience, but out of shared growth and
countless memories.

Then there’s the academic side pursuing
subjects you actually care about, meeting

College isn’t just a place, it's an
experience that shapes who we
become. It's that exciting bridge between
teenage freedom and adult responsibility,
where every day feels like a new discovery.
From laughter-filled canteens to endless
late-night conversations, college life teaches
lessons far beyond textbooks.

One of the greatest joys of college is the
sense of independence it brings. For many,
it's the first time away from home, learning to
make decisions, manage time and balance
fun with studies. This new sense of control
feels liberating, even if sometimes messy. You
realise how much you can handle once you
start doing things on your own.

Friendships are the heart of college life.
They’re not just for surviving classes, but for
celebrating festivals, improvising road trips
and supporting one another through exams
and heartbreaks. These bonds often last
a lifetime because they are built not out of

professors who challenge your thinking,
and getting opportunities to work on exciting
projects or events. Whether it's a debate, a
hackathon, or a cultural fest, you discover new
sides of yourself that school never revealed.

And let’s not forget the simple pleasures-
a cup of tea between lectures, playing guitar
under a tree, orjust sitting on the campus lawns
thinking about the future. These little moments
make the hectic schedules worthwhile.

In the end, the joy of college lies in the
balance of chaos and calm. It’s in the freedom
to explore, the courage to fail and the growth
that quietly happens in the background while
you’re busy living it all. College isn’t just a
chapter, it's one of the best stories you’ll ever
tell.

Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope.— Martin Luther King, J }
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tendon

Nastaeen Shemna (XI Com

Beneath the tender sunshine, |
the su nﬂoirs/softly sway,
Painting fields with golden dreams
in the heart of a summer day.

Their gentle glow reminds us ; .
that warmth can heal the soul, ‘ OUW deUtlfl/ll WOl”ld
And every tiny moment .
of peace can make us whole.

Ishana khan (XI Commerce)

The sun wakes up to start the day,
The golden light begins to play.

The trees are tall, the grass is green,
The prettiest sight you’ve ever seen.

ars The birds all sing a happy song,
And the world feels soft again, The river flows and runs along.
like a smile wiping away tears.
RN YV
‘ 7

The flowers bloom in red and blue,
And everything feels fresh and new.

The earth is wide, the sky is high,
With white clouds floating in the sky.

It's quiet, calm and very sweet,
With soft green grass beneath your feet.

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.— C.S. Lewis }
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My Observation on Indian Villages

Purva Mulye (XI MCVC)

t is clear that rural India is much more

than just a geographic area. It is the
heartbeat of the country, preserving age-old
practices and cultural richness. Life in Indian
villages retains a peaceful pace, offering an
inspiring look into a way of living closely woven
with nature. Indian villages show a deep
connection with the natural environment and
agricultural cycles.

Villages are surrounded by lush fields,
open landscapes and fresh air. Villagers often
experience a purity of life that is hard to find in
cities and urban areas.

In contrast to city life, where hustle and
noise prevail, the countryside is serene and
scenic. Traditional skills such as pottery,
weaving and carpentry remain vital in many
villages, reflecting the simplicity and creativity
of rural life. Life in a village is generally more
peaceful, with minimal pollution and abundant
natural beauty. Daily chores and physical labour
often keep people healthy and active, along
with access to farm-fresh organic food that
provides better nutrition. The balance between

peaceful living and overcoming challenges is a
hallmark of Indian villages.

City life offers modern amenities,
faster communication and greater economic
diversity, but it also comes with stress,
pollution and social isolation. Village life, on
the other hand, emphasizes tradition, a slower
pace and community bonding, but may lack
certain conveniences found in urban areas. By
respecting age-old customs and developing
education and healthcare, village communities
continue to support India’s economy and
cultural spirit.

How wild it was, to let it be.— Cheryl Strayed )
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Where the Ghats Meet the Sea

he Konkan is a coastal region

in western India, stretching from
Daman in the north to Karwar in the south,
along the Arabian Sea. It is known for
its diverse landscape featuring beautiful
beaches, ancient forts and lush greenery, as
well as a rich cultural heritage, unique cuisine
and historical significance. Konkan is famous
for its scenic beauty, from the golden sands
of Ganpatipule Beach to the natural charm of
the Ratnagiri district.

The Konkan coast is known for its
distinct coastal cuisine, influenced by Malvani,
Goan and coastal Karnataka flavours. Must-
try dishes include fresh seafood and dishes
made from local ingredients like jackfruit,
coconut and kokum. Solkadhi is a refreshing
and popular post-meal drink made from
kokum (a sour fruit) and coconut milk, known
for aiding digestion. Amboli is a fermented rice
and urad dal pancake (similar to dosa or neer
dosa), often eaten for breakfast with chutney
or curry. Modak, a sweet dumpling made with

o B e N e E = s
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Tazmeen Majgaonkar (XI Commerce)

rice flour and a filling of coconut and jaggery,
is offered to Lord Ganesha.

The region is popular for scenic road
trips, especially along the Konkan belt,
which often includes stops at beaches, forts
and scenic viewpoints. One should visit the
Konkan during the monsoon season, as it
becomes extremely beautiful with greenery
everywhere. During this time, the festival of
Ganpati is celebrated with great devotion.

There are many beaches like
Ganpatipule, Kashid, Guhagar and Murud,
each known for unique features such as
pristine white sand or black sand. The Konkan
Ghats are part of the Western Ghats, also
known as the Sahyadri, which run parallel
to the Arabian Sea. They are known for their
high elevation, lush forests and scenic passes
like Amboli Ghat and Bhor Ghat.

Konkan is truly known for its natural
beauty. One should visit Konkan at least once
to experience its breathtaking nature. Being
born in Konkan is a blessing in itself.

The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts today."— Franklin Delano Roosevelt } ¢
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| miss the way you called me,
“Bhul gyi kya Daddy ko?” — your forever taunt for
me.
| miss how your love picked me first,
Out of a crowd,
Like | was always your favourite story.
For I'll always be, Daddy — your little girl... your
little girl!

Faiza Sayyed (XII Science)

Dear Daddy, wherever you are,
Know that you’ll always be close to our hearts.

| miss you a lot — at my worst and at my best.
| know you’ll always be there, in my heart...

No time can heal,
No thing can replace
The bond with you,

The love you gave.

I’ll keep riding the memories
On the road we once shared,
Till someday, somewhere —

You'll call out again,
“Bhul gyi kya Daddy ko?”
And I'll turn, with tears and joy,
To finally answer —

“Never.”

You took me for a ride that evening,
Warmth of my hands on your shoulder,
Not knowing it would be the last feeling.

You knew | craved rides all the time,

And so it was your final gift, | wonder.

You knew that | loved you,
Even when the world was screaming
about the mess.
| always prayed...

Because | had hope that...
Daddy, you’d always do your best.

But when your scream ripped the air,
My heart skipped a beat,
But yours... went still,
Like the end of a song | wasn’t ready to stop.

Daddy, even when | can’t see you,
Know that | will always love you.

For | still crave your voice,

The voice | used to hear every precious day. Hrushab?xlﬁoéawadekar)'
ommerce

Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” —Malcolm X }
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Ophella
Death

Ayman Majgaonkar (XII Arts)

ith a loud snap, the
branches gave way,
; and the world tilted for Ophelia.
Her hand clutched the garland of
flowers. For a moment, she felt
weightless her stomach lurching
as she was pulled downwards.
: In her haze of shock, she barely
reglstered the outer world, blurred
“at the seams of her periphery. A splash-
. loud yet unheard and she fell into the muddy
| water.
' Cold wetness crept across her skin
| as the river swallowed her body. Water
 filled her ears, numbing the distant chirping
“of birds into muffled echoes. Her gown
" spread upon the clear surface of the water,
‘buoying her up. Ophelia’s gaze drifted to the
[ erbank Close... so close. A simple stretch
‘her hand could save her, and yet she did
e. She merely starrd unmovmg

You are the

' FIowers escaped her grlp, floatlng as ;

circled around her like a wreath. :
The ripples of water splashed ands
stung, burning her eyes and blurring the
sight of escape. Soon, her garments soaked §
through, clinging to her like chains that *
dragged her down with greater force. The
water was cruel but was it crueler than the :
court? Across the riverbank lay an unjust
jury, a bloodstained story, an unfeeling and |
remorseless love. Across the riverbank lay |
life. 3
Despite the pull of an inevitable calling, |
her body stayed still. Her gaze remained |
blank. Perhaps it was madness; perhaps |
it was surrender. But in that moment of I
exhaustion, she simply parted her lips and
sang

“Good night, ladies; good night, sweet
ladies; |
Good night, good night.”

Reference
GERTRUDE :
There is a willow grows aslant a brook,
That shows his hoar leaves in the
glassy stream, There with fantastic
garlands, did she come Of crow-
flowers, nettles, daisies and long
purples That liberal shepherds
give a grosser name, But our
cold maids do dead men's
fingers call them: There, on the
pendent boughs her coronet weeds,
Clambering to hang, an envious sliver:
broke; When down her weedy trophies and.
herself, Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes |
spread wide; And mermaid-like, awhile %
they bore her up; Which time she chanted
snatches of old tunes; As one incapable of:
her own distress, Or like a creature native.
and indued Unto that element: but, long it
could not be Till that her garments, heavy
with their drink, Pull'd the poor wretch from
her melodious lay To muddy death




). Sft. IIaR FAT T aTforey T AR, A, Fewvll fas Hfree FeTfaeney, TR

Education
~ Ishana Khan (XI Commerce)

Education is a steady guide,
A light that walks by every side.
It shows us the way each day,
And helps to brighten our future’s ray.

It helps us see what’s wrong or right,

And fills our minds with gentle light.

Teachers guide us with patient care,
Books open doors to everywhere.

It teaches us to dream and try,
To ask new questions — how and why.
With every step, knowledge grows,
And curiosity in young minds flows.

With every lesson we begin,
Education builds the strength within.
Every moment helps us grow,
Shaping a better tomorrow.

Hrushabh Kotawadekar
(XIl Commerce)

When the World
Gets Loud

Ayman Majgaonkar (XII Arts)

Take me to a bridge where strangers meet,
Take me to the chaos of a lonely street,
Where people exist, but presence is unknown,
Where bodies meet, but their souls are alone.

Show me a night sky where all stars are dead,
Show me the library where every book is read.
There are lonely minds amidst the bustling crowd,
Some screams are silenced, the world gets loud.

Risking is better than regretting. }
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We have grown up answering
questions like “What do you want to
be?” as if our answers need to remain the same
forever. We often form a fixed picture of who
we want to be shaped by the expectations and
ideas of the people around us. But somewhere
between real challenges, something shifts.
This change is not a failure but a sign of growth.
We begin to understand what truly inspires
us, what drains us and what no longer fits us.
It is us choosing with awareness choosing
something that truly aligns with our real self.
We are often told to pick one path and stay
loyal to it, but life rarely works that way. Our
dreams change naturally, and it takes courage
to let go of who you thought you would be.
Sometimes, the things we once wanted with
certainty slowly loosen their hold. As we
grow, we learn more about our selves and
our dreams begin to evolve. Because dreams
aren’t promises; they are possibilities and they
are allowed to change.

Our dreams are changing simply means

Anushka Talekar (XI Suence)

we allow ourselves to outgrow an old version
of hope and step into a new one without regret.
In my opinion, some dreams are like signposts;
they are meant to guide us only for a while and
are not always our final destination. Dreams
evolving does not limit our ambition; it is proof
of growth. And in this growth, we feel honest.
Dreams change softly, Without apology,
Making room for Something unnamed. The
dreams we once held tight taught you to hope,
even if they didn’t stay.

Asmita Sherkhane
(XI Science)

Just beacause its hard doesn't mean its impossible. }
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Friendship

Gargi Kulkarni (XI MCVC)

riendship is a beautiful relationship

between two individuals or a group
who share common interests and experiences.
Friends are like our family; they help to
shape our personality and help us face life’'s
challenges.

A friend is someone who accepts us as
we are, without judging. Friends offer words
of encouragement, lend an ear when needed,
and help us learn from our failures. Friends who
stay with us through thick and thin, helping us
triumph over hardships, are true friends.

A friend group can be very diverse.
Friends come from different cultures and
backgrounds, bringing different perspectives
and experiences. This diversity is accepted,
and it broadens our mindset and helps us grow
into better individuals.

Intoday’s fast-paced world, itis necessary
to nurture friendships. Friendship requires
effort. In a world where social media keeps
us connected, people often get caught up in
virtual connections. But true friendship requires
quality time and understanding to make the
bond stronger. It is not possible to build real
friendship only through social media.

Friendship is all about making happy
memories, figuring out life and learning from
each other. Friendship is a precious gift that
adds depth and meaning to our lives. Don’t let
distance break such a beautiful and pure bond.
Nurture and cherish your friendships.

Happy
Friendship

Sarvesh Sangare (XI Science)

Friendship means supporting
each other at every turn,
Helping one another in times of need,
Understanding each other deeply.

It means confronting each other
Directly or indirectly
Yet still wanting to meet again
after a fight.

She may be angry,
But she is always ready to talk again.
| want to speak a lot from my heart,
But sometimes, | am afraid.

This unique friendship is
Uncompromising and fearless,
Playful and emotional,
Always smiling.

It has a love for colourful flowers,
And is made up of
many different colours
Just like true friendship.

w
-

| S

Keep your face always towards the sunshine, shadows will fall behind you. }
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| Kitchen

The boiling pots had no tongues,
So the women fled—for who kept score?

The first fire roared in hunger,
The frigid winds were now ridden.
Smoke curled and ushered them closer,
Men and women entered the warm kitchen.

The kitchen became an altar of survival,
Calloused hands stirred the broth.
An aroma, as pleasing as it was dull,
Surrounded their skin like a warm cloth.

Soon the calloused hands retreated,
Men stood up, dusting their palms.
“For delicious food, delicate hands were
needed...”
They said, returning to their lands and farms.

The warmth grew, slightly stinging,
The women felt their lungs stifle.
The fire’s call oppressively ringing,
As their eyes clawed at the closed doors.

The kitchen dwindled with every passing day,

The smoke rose, swirling it into a cell.

Duty insisted the women stay,
The doors remained closed, no one to tell.

Gentle hands were now burnt.
Respect lay in the hands of those—
Who went out, whose hands earned,
No matter how much the smoke rose.

When the smoke filled their lungs,
They broke the door.

Ayman Majgaonkar (XII Arts)

The kitchen sat quiet, empty and alone,
A place of shame, an inferior duty.
The fire went out—no one to mourn,
The kitchen was void of light and beauty.

The light it bred, the beauty it brought,
Irony filled its aged walls.
The small room had lost a lot,
As laughter echoed in ignorant halls.

But hunger was indeed the oldest master.
Men and women returned to its doors.

Rumbling bellies, troubled with hunger,
Human was the urge within their cores.

Not hers, not his—only human.
The kitchen was a place for hunger alone.
Neither to men nor to a woman,

But to the desperate call their bellies groaned.

Men returned, women came too,
Stepping back in, they looked around.
The prison-like walls stared back too.

Rekindling the fire brought back light and beauty

was found.

The fire rose again, not chained to one,
But a shared flame that belonged to all.
The kitchen indeed belonged to none,
But to any belly where hunger may fall.

Some people look for a beautiful place others make a place beautiful. }
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Nastaeen Shemna (XI Commerce

He learned to hide tears behind a grin,
To fight his battles deep within.
“Be strong,” they said, “don’t complain,”
So he swallowed fear and named it pain.

He spoke in jokes, in late-night sighs,
In tired hearts and restless eyes.
When he broke, they looked away
Unheard men are taught: "Don’t say."

He doesn’t need a crown or fame,
Just space to feel without the shame.
Hear him now, let silence end,
Because strong men also need to bend.

(XI Commerce)

In Constant
Fra}wrtian

Varada Gokhale (XI Science)

The beginning of a story,
Failures filled with the unworthy,
Love is shaped, full of tragedy
That is human life, full of glory.

At every stage of age,
On paths where we can’t find a gate to peace,
Emotions that slowly fade,
& loved ones who seem permanent, never stay.

The struggle we make to win the race of life,
The efforts we take to set misunderstandings
aside,

The pain we hide to see our family in light
This is human life, full of dynamite.

There’s a limit to every situation,
There’s always a sunset to a rising sun,
Human life balances sadness and happiness in
constant proportion,
But there is nothing here without a solution.

Yes, it is true that =
Everything exists in constant proportion.

Your future is shaped by what you everyday.

(JRER
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Purva Mulye (XI MCVC)

‘A ’ means Atrtificial Intelligence. Al
is a type of software, but it has a
unique category that learns and adapts using

algorithms. It identifies patterns, predicts
outcomes and improves over time, rather
than just following fixed programmed rules
like traditional software. Al software uses
advanced models to identify patterns and make
predictions to perform tasks similar to human
intelligence. Al is categorized into three types
based on its capabilities:

ANI — Artificial Narrow Intelligence

AGI — Artificial General Intelligence

ASI — Artificial Super Intelligence

ANI is designed to focus on very specific
tasks and does not have the capacity to learn
beyond its programming.

AGI is able to learn and mimic basic
human thinking.

ASI aspires to surpass human capabilities
by using and synthesizing vast quantities of
data and knowledge.

Just like everything has its advantages
and disadvantages, Al also has both.

Advantages :

Al boosts efficiency, accuracy, and
productivity by automating tasks and analysing

vast amounts of data for insights, while
reducing human error and costs. Due to this,
many businesses, organisations and industries
are using Al.

For example:

Suzuki uses Al in the manufacturing of
cars. TCS (Tata Consultancy Services) uses Al
for automation and predictive analytics across
various industries.

Google has launched its Al mode.

Infosys Ltd. uses Al to help enterprises
automate processes and gain real-time
insights.

Like this, many companies are using Al
in their work.

Disadvantages :

Al also has disadvantages such as job
displacement, high implementation costs, lack
of human creativity, risks related to massive
data usage, potential misuse and high energy
consumption affecting the environment.
So, will Al impact the human future?
From current discussions, negotiations, news
and reports, it is clear that Al will affect the
human future and careers. It is a powerful
tool whose direction will be shaped by human
choices and regulations.

You are more capable than you know. }
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So, what should we do now?
We cannot survive by learning only one skill.
We need to learn many new and different
things.

Earlier, coding was considered a new
skill, but now even coding is being done by
Al. Therefore, instead of learning just one
thing and relying solely on it, one should learn
multiple skills.

We must have knowledge of old things, but
we must keep changing ourselves according
to time to survive in this world.

Our Beautiful Evening by the
World Riverside

Himank Khatu (XI Commerce)

Ishana Khan (XI Commerce
( ) After a tiresome day, | went by the riverside,

For a little while, | decided to bide.
When | was blessed to behold a beautiful scene,
A place where everything was calm and serene.

The sun wakes up to start the day,
The golden light begins to play.

The trees are tall, the grass is green,

The prettiest sight you've ever seen. Downstream trickled the river, so pure and clear,

To drink its water came a herd of deer.

The birds all sing a happy song, The chirping birds sang me a melodious song,
The river flows and runs along. My mind was at peace after so long!
The flowers bloom in red and blue, On its bank, a bed of lotuses grew,
And everything feels fresh and new. In shades of pink, white and blue.
The earth is wide, the sky is high, From a branch plunged a kingfisher into the creek,
With white clouds floating in the sky. With great precision, caught a little fish in a beak.
It's quiet, calm and very sweet, I sit under a tall, dense, evergreen banyan tree,
With soft green grass beneath your feet. At a distance, vast green meadows | could see.
Over the meadows, cattle grazed, children played
with joy,

Engaging in various games with their toys.
Across the river lies a lush paddy field,
Farmers worked hard to produce a high yield.
At sunset, they returned home after a great toil
This little hamlet blessed with a river & fertile soil!

Never stop learning. 2
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Al A Quiet Moment

Tanmay Bhandari (XI MCVC)

The gentle breeze in whispers strays,
While silent clouds pursue their ways;
The sky, in calm and tender hue,
Unfolds the day, serene and new.

Soft footsteps linger, time stands still,
The resting world obeys its will;
No haste is found, no noise is heard,
Save nature’s low and kindly word.

Thus, in this hour, so pure, so mild,
The weary heart is reconciled;
In tranquil thou_thE and light renewed,
The soul fi solitt

The Earth Is
lired of Explaining

Nastaeen Shemna (XI Commerce)

| warned you in fire, | begged you in rain,
Still you called my suffering natural pain.

| cracked, | burned, | flooded in vain,
Yet you asked me again and again to explain.

| gave you life soil, oceans, and trees;
You answered with plastic, pollution and greed.

Now hear me once, before hope starts fading:
I’m not ending the world.
I’'m tired of explaining!

Varad Arekar

(X1l Science) Riza Solkar
(XI Science)

We were born to be real not to be perfect. }
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Global Pandemic
& Its Social Impact

Sahar Isaf (XIl Arts)

Aglobal pandemic is a dangerous
isease that spreads across the
world and affects human life in many ways. It
creates serious health challenges by putting
pressure on hospitals and healthcare workers.
Due to lockdowns and social distancing,
social interactions and daily routines are
badly disrupted. Economic activities slow
down, resulting in unemployment, poverty,
and financial insecurity. The education
system is affected as schools and colleges
close, increasing inequality among students.
Mental health issues such as fear, stress, and
loneliness become common during such crises.
Overall, global pandemics teach us the value of
health, cooperation, and social responsibility.

T

The Redlity of
Spiritedlity
Musharraf Shah (XII Arts)

pirituality focuses on purifying the

inner self and achieving moral
excellence. It is not limited to worship but
includes sincerity, righteous thinking, and
good character. Spirituality teaches self-
awareness and helps a person overcome inner
weaknesses. In a materialistic age, it provides
mental peace and inner satisfaction. Islamic
teachings emphasize spirituality through
piety, patience, and service to humanity.
The New Education Policy 2020.

From Rejection to
Resilience

Sama Isaf (XII Arts)

he article talks about how
today's youth often fear
failure  and prefer  quick  success.

It explains that failure is a natural part of life and
an important step toward real achievement.
Many young people lose hope easily, but
success requires patience, effort, and
consistency.The example of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam shows how great personalities faced
failures yet never gave up.He turned rejection
into motivation and eventually became a
respected scientist and leader.The message
is that failure should not make us weak, but
should strengthen our resolve.True success
belongs to those who learn from mistakes and
continue trying with confidence.

= O

DIGITAL INDIA

Arshiya Darve (XII Arts)

igital India is a major initiative by

the Government of India aimed
at transforming the country into a digitally
empowered society and knowledge-based
economy. Launched in 2015, it focuses on
providing digital infrastructure, delivering
government services online, and promoting
digital literacy. Through initiatives like Aadhaar,
digital payments, e-education, and e-health,
Digital India has improved transparency,
efficiency, and access to services, while also
creating new opportunities for economic and
social development.

You don't have to be perfect to be amazing. }
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The New
Education Policy
2020

Rukhsar Kazi (X!l Arts)

New Education Policy 2020 aims to
reform India’s education system
to make it more flexible, inclusive, and skill-
oriented. Itreplacesthetraditional 10+2structure
with a 5+3+3+4 system focusing on early
childhood care and foundational learning. The
policy emphasizes conceptual understanding,
critical thinking, and holistic development
rather than rote learning. It promotes the use
of mother tongue or regional language as the
medium of instruction in the early years of
schooling. NEP encourages multidisciplinary
education and flexibility in choosing subjects
at higher levels. Skill development, vocational
training, and experiential learning are given
special importance. Overall, NEP 2020 seeks
to improve education quality and prepare
students for global challenges.

farforer ez (2R &t RFm)

Cyéber Crime
and Digital
Security

Fiza Kazi (Xl Arts)

igital technology has made life easier

by providing online communication,
education, and business opportunities, but
it has also increased cyber crimes. Cyber
fraud, fake emails, phishing websites, and
social media scams are major threats today.
Criminals steal personal, financial, and
identity-related data, causing serious financial
and mental harm. Online shopping fraud and
fake profiles are becoming common problems.
Cyber crimes affect not only individuals but
also institutions and governments. Therefore,
public awareness, strong passwords, and
responsible use of technology are essential for
digital safety.

——

f
L

ffarn TR (23t Royr)

A beautiful life begins with a beautiful mind. }
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